
Do more with
our kids... In the
summer holidays 

 
Y O U R  U L T I M A T E  S U M M E R

H O L I D A Y  P L A N N I N G  G U I D E

 Remember to use 
#domorewithourkids to

share what you get up to!



Welcome to your six week guide of summer
holiday planning. 

Sometimes it can be hard to think of ways to fill
those six weeks of school holidays. (Or six and a

half weeks for some!)
 

In this guide you will find:
 The best ways to budget for the summer

holidays 
What to look for when booking a family holiday 

A breakdown of the six weeks with ideas for
every day. 

A camping checklist 
Craft ideas for those rainy days (we all know we

will get them!). 
All for free, to inspire you and make these holidays

the best ever. 
 www.northumberlandfamilydiaries.com
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Summer
Holidays

H O W  T O  B U D G E T

F O R  T H E

If we let them, the summer holidays can become very
costly as we end up spending a fortune on days out and

keeping the kids entertained. (That isn't including any
childcare costs or time off work you may need to take!) 
Here are a few ways to help you budget for the summer

holidays...
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Invest in annual passes/ memberships for places like
National Trust and English Heritage. These seem like a lot

of money at the time but in most cases you get your monies
worth after a couple of visits. This will save you so much

money on days out over the summer holidays. 
 

Wherever possible take picnics. This has to be the biggest
thing I do to save money throughout holidays and on days
out. I hate how easy it is to spend a lot of money on eating

out so if we can, we take a picnic.
 

Look out for deals on cinema tickets, kids go free, coupons
in newspapers and try out the Kids Passes app for

inspiration and little ways to save money on days out.
Sometimes you get cheaper tickets by pre booking online so

always check the website of where you are going first. 
 

Why not put some cash away now for those trips out in the
summer? Then you will have some extra money for ice

creams/ arcades/ treats for the kids (and yourself!)
 

Booking a holiday? Be prepared that it will cost double the
price if you are going away in the summer holidays. But

shop around for the best deals. Flying? Why not consider
flying from a Scottish airport if you time it for when their

schools have gone back! Price up different board basis to
get the best deal. 

 
Finally, set yourself a realistic budget before the holidays

start. Think about how much you are actually going to need
and stick to it!
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Family
Holiday

W H A T  T O  L O O K

F O R  W H E N

B O O K I N G  A

Whether it is your first holiday as a family or you
are looking to book somewhere different this year,
make sure you check this list before booking that

family holiday...
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First of all, think about how you are going to travel. By car? Train or
fly for example. Look at what will be waiting for you at the other

end... will there be a coach transfer or local taxis. If you are planning
a bit of a road trip, look at suitable places to stop along the way. 

 
What time of day will you be travelling? Will you be able to time
these with nap times so children can have a sleep for part of the

journey? Leave early in the morning to get the most out of the day
and everyone should sleep well that night after an early start.

 
Look at what facilities are available near to where you are staying. I
did a bit of market research on this and one thing that came back as

being most important to people when booking a family holiday, is
what there was to do in the local area. So do your research before
you go. You are looking for things like play parks, beaches, shops

and places of interest. 
 

Think about where and what you are going to be eating. There is no
point booking into a top of the range hotel if they don't serve

something chip based on the menu for the kids. Are you travelling
abroad? Research what the local delicacy is and how they cook their

food. 
 

Board basis: we prefer all inclusive while our children are young
because it is so much easier and you aren't wasting as much food
(or money). However, self catering can work just as well because

you can get in the foods you know your children will eat. 
 

Finally, the obvious things like cots, highchairs, baby gates etc make
sure wherever you are staying can provide these if you are travelling

with very young children. 
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Six weekly plans of
activities

Keep the kids entertained this summer!



WEEK ONE 

Go on a woodland
walk

Swimming

Visit soft
play

Have a picnic at
the parkEnjoy a day at

home doing arts
and crafts



WEEK TWO

Plant some seeds
or flowers in the

garden

Go on a
riverside

walk

Plan a trip to the
beach

Have a
picnic tea

out
Go camping



WEEK THREE

Cinema trip

Arrange a playdate
with friends at your

house

Visit a National
Trust property
and gardens

Go on a bus
journey...
anywhere!

Have a film day
at home



WEEK FOUR

Have a go
at fishing

Den building

Host a
sports
day

Go on a bug
hunt

Have a
road trip 



WEEK FIVE

Walk around a
castle

Go on a boat
trip

Walk up a big
hill

Enjoy some
fish and chips

on a walk

Visit a National
Trust property



WEEK SIX

Fly a kite Visit a museum

Ride your bikes

Make puppets
and put on a

show

Visit a farm



Camping
Checklist

Y O U R

Tent and pegs/mallet

Sleeping bags

Blow up beds or roll out mattresses

Cooking stove

Bottles of water

Plenty of layers of clothes and socks

Wipes

Washing up liquid

Towels

Torch

Food and cool box

Games (indoor and out)

More spare socks

 Snacks

Wind break 



ARTS AND

CRAFTS

IDEAS

 

Put some paint in a clear food bag
and seal. The kids can then get

messy with paint without actually
getting messy! Move the paint

around the bag or use pens to make
patterns. Hang it on the window for

the light to shine through. 

Draw a fish (or any animal) on
a piece of card. Scrunch up

tissue paper and stick on. Use
as much tissue paper as you

want to cover the fish. 

Hand puppets: draw on a piece of
felt whatever you want your puppet

to be. Cut out and then make
another copy. Using a sewing kit,
sew the two pieces of felt together
leaving space for a hand to fit in.

Decorate your hand puppet as you
wish. 

Rabbit masks: You will need a
lollypop stick, six black pipe

cleaners, white pom poms and pink
poms poms. Arrange the pipe

cleaners as whiskers and stick two
pink pom poms on top of the white. 



Share your adventures on Instagram

using #domorewithourkids

Like the Northumberland Family

Diaries Facebook page

Happy Holidays

Thank you so much for downloading

this guide to the summer holidays. I

hope it gives you some inspiration and

that you have a great summer with

your kids. 

Please share this guide with anyone who

you think might be able to use it. 

 

Follow our adventures at

www.northumberlandfamilydiaries.com


